People Progress
Sunday Community

May 11, 2025 	 	   4th Sunday of Easter	          Maryanne & Roberto
& Mother’s Day
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Paul
			   
Reminder: from Bill and Lindsay
Today, May 11, is the 4th Sunday of Easter and Mother’s Day. We are suggesting that you bring a photo, or meaningful symbol of your mother, to be shared briefly during mass. 


Reflection: 
The Good Shepherd
“I am the good shepherd” says the Lord. “I know my sheep, and my own know me”.
 
Today, Jesus calls himself a shepherd who is known to his flock by his voice. 
Anyone who has ever had a dog, knows how important the voice of the master is for the animal ‘s health and wellbeing. 

How do we learn to recognize Jesus’ voice?

From Living with Christ (M. Bick)
If we listen to Jesus’ words in the Gospels-words spoken a long time ago and far away-our hearts can become attuned to his voice speaking in our time and in many ways. For Christ also speaks to our hearts in the events of our daily lives; in newspaper headlines and strangers we meet along the way. Our hearts will learn to discern what Christ is saying in the world around us, in the moment. He calls us, as He did the disciples, to follow and become shepherds of others.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Listen to My voice;
Listening to the voice of Jesus implies a relationship characterized by recognition and obedience. In the context of the Gospel of John, this listening is not merely auditory but involves a deep, spiritual understanding and acceptance of His teachings. This phrase connects to the broader theme of Jesus as the Word of God (John 1:1) and the importance of hearing and responding to His message. The ability to discern His voice is a mark of true discipleship and is contrasted with those who do not recognize Him (John 10:5).  Hub

"My sheep follow me"
Cyril of Alexandria (376-444 AD), an early church father and theologian, contrasts those who listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd, and those who close their ears to his call.

The mark of Christ's sheep is their willingness to hear and obey, just as disobedience is the mark of those who are not his. We take the word hear to imply obedience to what has been said. People who hear God are known by him. No one is entirely unknown by God, but to be known in this way is to become part of his family. Therefore, when Christ says, 'I know mine,' he means I will receive them and give them a permanent mystical relationship with myself. It might be said that inasmuch as he has become man, he has made all human beings his relatives, since all are members of the same race. We are all united to Christ in a mystical relationship because of his incarnation. Yet those who do not preserve the likeness of his holiness are alienated from him... 'My sheep follow me,' says Christ. By a certain God-given grace, believers follow in the footsteps of Christ. No longer subject to the shadows of the law, they obey the commands of Christ and guided by his words rise through grace to his own dignity, for they are called 'children of God' (Matthew 5:9). When Christ ascends into heaven, they also follow him." (excerpt from the COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 7.1)
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Acts 4: 8-12 (RM) or 5-12 (RCL); Psalm 118 (RM) or 23 (RCL); 1 John 3: 1-2 (RM) or 1 John 3: 16-24 (RCL); John 10: 11-18.
Yes, it’s “Good Shepherd Sunday” in every denomination that uses the readings calling Jesus the Good Shepherd (“good” as opposed to some of the incompetent or corrupt leaders we hear of in the Bible.) While the RC lectionary uses Psalm 118, the Revised Common Lectionary uses the more obvious Psalm 23.
Praying or singing “The Lord is my shepherd” can take us to lovely places – this is the comfort psalm par excellence for funerals. But it can also take us to less safe places almost before we realize it.

In the Hebrew Bible the “shepherd” metaphor is applied to kings – men who exert supreme power– and this carries over in a messianic sense when Jesus is depicted as a shepherd in the Gospels. The problem is that the metaphor can “slide” or “slip” from identifying Jesus, to being applied to pastoral leaders today, and specifically ordained leaders. OK, specifically male ordained leaders.

In the RC church the Fourth Sunday of Easter, “Good Shepherd” Sunday, is often called Vocations Sunday, as a result setting up an identification of clergy with shepherds … which makes the rest of us, uh, sheep? Yes, sheep. A different species. A less intelligent species, like domesticated animals that need managing and protection by the superior species in order to survive. While this is not very affirming of the dignity of the sheep (and I’m not so sure that Pope Francis saying the clergy must “smell like the sheep” does either) the basic equality of all Christians in baptism suffers as well. A clerical caste that sees itself as privileged and respected, with a prerogative to teach and guide others, can easily slide into a mentality of entitlement, as we know all too well.

So here’s the dilemma – that a lovely, comforting metaphor may be functioning to reinforce, even sacralize, benevolent patriarchy. There may be ways to understand the shepherd image that balance out the inherent inequality of sheep and shepherd. We can speak of learning to “shepherd” each other according to need, in our weak moments and difficult circumstances. And we can speak of hearing and responding to the shepherd’s familiar, reassuring voice speaking to each other, and to recognize the presence of the living Christ in that voice, much as the man born blind heard Jesus’ voice before he was capable of seeing him.

Let’s try shifting the gender of the shepherd and a few of the corresponding traits. 
Here’s a version of Psalm 23 by Martha G. Aisi-Eliesa, a Lutheran theologian from Papua New Guinea:

The Lord is my mother. I have all that I need.
She provides me a home full of love and care
As I rest at her breast for food and water.
She makes me courageous and confident.
She guides my way and I follow
Because I am her own child.
Even if I walk through the high foggy mountain full of thorns,
Sharp stones and frightening peaks,
I am not afraid, Mother, for you are with me.
Your loving and courageous arms protect me.
You prepare a feast for me and my enemies can see
Your loving and providing heart.
Mother I am fully satisfied.
Mother I trust that your goodness and love is always with me.
And I am part of you forever and ever. Amen.*
Oh, and by the way – women could be shepherds in ancient Biblical times too. Rachel was herding her father’s sheep when Jacob met her (Genesis 29:9.)

© Susan K. Roll

The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 Planner(s) 			 Priest
May 11			Lindsay and Bill			Fr. Paul
May 18			Maryanne and Roberto		Fr. Ron
May 25			Mary and John			Fr. Prakash
June 1								Fr. Prakash
June 8			Dwyer				Fr. Prakash
June 15								Fr. Ron
June 22								Fr. Paul
June 29			Robert and Sheila

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
May: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
June: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Happy May birthdays:

May 1: Janette McCabe
May 5: Lee Piepgrass, Nathan Gillis & Al Sobanski
May 8: John MacMillan
May 20: Angela Blomme
May 21: Simon Paul & Rosemary Sobanski
May 26: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher & Brian Shaughnessy
May 27: Maria Pimentel

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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