People Progress
Sunday Community

May 25, 2025 	 	   6th Sunday of Easter	          Maryanne & Roberto
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Prakash
			   
Reflection: John MacMillan

We meet today just before Ascension Sunday, near the end of the Easter season. Jesus, who his followers so often misunderstood, would no longer be with them in human form. Before he left them, he prayed to God that “The love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them”. 
Even in the earliest days, it wasn’t going to be easy. In today’s readings, we learn how they were divided over admitting uncircumcised gentiles to baptism for example. But we, like them, have the indwelling spirit to help us.

We struggle to live a genuinely Christian life in a world with nominally Christian values. Our family used to go to a church-sponsored ‘family camp”, where we shared experiences of trying to raise Christian children in this culture. We all agreed that it isn’t easy, but being with others who shared our goals was a great help.

How are you blessed, so that God is with you each day? Here are some of my blessings.

I always wondered what children like me, a continent away who maybe never heard of Jesus, were being taught, and how does God reach them? I often tried to think of what it meant to be “other” which eventually led me to my line of work (social work). This curiosity has helped me often.

I’ve typically held back before acting. This felt like a curse, because I often didn’t get to do what I wanted. Instead, I got to do what I really wanted!
Marriage to Mary offered added blessings. When I travel with her, for instance, the radio is almost always off. This helps me notice what’s on my mind (usually a cacophony of thoughts). Through silence, and through quiet walks, I have sometimes come to experience peace and clarity, a new understanding of where I was and what I was called to do.

I facilitated many parenting groups. Parents generally arrived feeling frustrated, wanting to know, “How do I get them to listen to me” – meaning most often, to be respectful and obedient. Rather than focusing on techniques, we worked on relationships. How can I understand what my child is going through as they struggle to grow?  What do they need from me? When do I do my best parenting? What helps me? I think the help they experienced most was from themselves and each other, and I don’t say this to put myself down! I try to approach life the same way.

My biggest problems have been from fear and selfishness. Overconcerned about what others would think. Not daring to be genuine. Doing what I want, even knowing I’ll regret it later! 

I recall a book: “Mine Enemy Grows Older”, by Alexander King, published in 1958. I understand the title now. In so much of life, we wrestle with ourselves. We need to create the space within our minds and hearts to allow God to do God’s work through us.

The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 Planner(s) 			 Priest
May 25			Mary and John			Fr. Prakash
June 1			Jean Leahy			Fr. Prakash
June 8			Dwyer				Fr. Prakash
June 15			Brian Halferty			Fr. Ron
June 22			TBD					Fr. Paul
June 29			Robert and Sheila		TBD

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
May: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
June: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Happy May birthdays:

May 1: Janette McCabe
May 5: Lee Piepgrass, Nathan Gillis & Al Sobanski
May 8: John MacMillan
May 20: Angela Blomme
May 21: Simon Paul & Rosemary Sobanski
May 26: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher & Brian Shaughnessy
May 27: Maria Pimentel



Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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