People Progress
Sunday Community

June 15, 2025 	 	       Trinity Sunday	          John and Mary
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Ron!
			   
Reflection: THE TRINITY
Today is Trinity Sunday – or as the official title in the Missalette puts it, the “Most Holy Trinity.”
The notion of God being a Trinity of Persons is one of the central mysteries of the Christian faith. Traditionally, in the English language, these three persons were called The Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost. One of the most intriguing references to these three names, in my mind, is found in the song “Miss American Pie,” by Don McLean. The song is largely a lament by McLean on the deaths in an airplane crash of the three musicians, Buddy Holly, Richy Valens, and J.P. “The Big Bopper” Richardson. In the following lines, probably a veiled reference to the three who died, the song goes:
“And the three men I admire most,
The Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost,
They caught the last train for the coast
The day the music died.”
McLean was probably thinking of these musicians as a holy trinity among popular performers of the day, and thus the reference “the three men I admire most.” But of course, throughout the
centuries of Christian tradition, the three persons of the Trinity have all predominantly been assigned the male gender. I remember an angry protest in a university theology class from a
seminarian who was unhappy with a woman in the class speaking about God in feminine terms. “You can’t talk about God like that,” he said. “God is male.” That, of course, is a ridiculous
statement. God is both male and female, and is neither male nor female, because God is infinitely more than either or both.
In the 2007 novel, The Shack, and the 2017 movie of the same name, the central character, Mack, who has suffered the loss and presumably the death of his young daughter, is led mysteriously into the country to a shack. There he encounters three persons, who gradually reveal themselves to him as the Holy Trinity. They are a black-American woman named “Papa”, (his daughter’s name for God), a Middle-Eastern Man named Jesus, and a beautiful Asian woman named Sarayu, (which means “air” or “wind” in Sanskrit), who is the Holy Spirit. Each of these, in different ways, help Mack to move from his grief, and anger and judgment into a place of deep spiritual healing.
In his book, The Divine Dance: The Trinity and Your Transformation, Richard Rohr emphasizes over and over that God is Love, and therefore, God is relationship, and completeness. God is the source of everything that is, and sustains everything that is, and is found in everything that is – including within each of us.
He also writes: “All theological language is an approximation, offered tentatively in holy awe. That’s the best human language can achieve. We can say, “It’s like—it’s similar to…,” but we can never say, “It is…” because we are in the realm of beyond, of transcendence, of mystery.
And we must—absolutely must—maintain a fundamental humility before the Great Mystery. If we do not, religion always worships itself and its formulations and never God.”
So, we are not meant to “understand” God, or find the right words to describe God, and certainly not to paint images which show us what God looks like. We are meant to join in the “Dance” – to love and be loved, to be open and connected to others and to the universe, and to experience the circle of life.
To close this reflection, I want to repeat a story told by the well-known Irish comedian, Hal Roach. [If you want a few good laughs, look him up on YouTube.] Roach tells about a class of grade school pupils being prepared for Confirmation. The local bishop visits the class one day to see how the children are coming along in their preparations. In the course of speaking with the children, the bishop says: “Can anyone tell me what is meant by the Holy Trinity?” A little boy at the back of the room puts up his hand, and the bishop says, “Yes, son, go ahead.” The boy says: “The Holy Trinity is Three in One and One in Three.” The bishop says, “I don’t understand.” The boy replies, “You’re not supposed to understand. It’s a mystery.”
On the question of understanding the Trinity, one last word from Richard Rohr. Rohr says: “Remember, mystery isn’t something that you cannot understand—it is something that you can endlessly understand!”
Brian Halferty
The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 Planner(s) 			 Priest
June 15			Brian Halferty			Fr. Ron
June 22			Sharon McCarthy		Fr. Paul
June 29			Robert and Sheila		TBD
July 19								Fr. Prakash
August 10								Fr. Paul
August 24								Fr. Ron
One other date, lay led?

We need volunteer coordinators for our summer liturgies. 
This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
June: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
No People Progress in summer
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Financial update
Since my appeal for financial support, we have received an additional $813.16. We now have enough to cover expenses to the end August, with an expected $123.98 remaining when we begin next year on September 14.

Happy June birthdays:
June 5	Mario Calla
June 10 	Roberto Jimenez
June 14	Angela Sutkaitis
June 16 	Pat Smiley
June  21 	Robert and Sheila Barrett
June 28	Mary Lou Halferty



Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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