People Progress
Sunday Community

September 7, 2025     23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time	Maryanne & Roberto
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Prakash Lohale
			   
Reflection: Dean Reily

﻿Based on the writings of Richard Rohr, OFM
Richard Rohr's teachings on Luke 14:25-33 emphasize the radical cost of discipleship, focusing on the need to move beyond societal conditioning, or the "crab bucket," and to establish a profound, non-negotiable primary loyalty to God. This involves a deep inner work and a detachment from family, self, and possessions, not through rejection, but by reorienting our love toward a larger circle of Christ. He interprets Jesus' strong words as a necessary push for individuation and spiritual freedom to become an agent of positive change for others, rather than being pulled back by unexamined norms. 
Overcoming the "Crab Bucket":
Rohr sees the crowd and societal conditioning as a "crab bucket" that pulls people back into the existing norms and conflicts of their upbringing. Discipleship requires a conscious effort to break free from these collective pressures, becoming one's "own person". 
Here's a breakdown of Rohr’s interpretation:
Radical Love and Detachment:
Rohr interprets Jesus' requirement to "hate" family and "lose" one's possessions as a call for a radical, primary loyalty to God. This isn't a literal abandonment but a profound reorientation of the heart and life to be centred on Christ's cosmic reality. 
Inner Work and Individuation:
Discipleship requires significant "inner work" and a spiritual journey that moves beyond simple reaction or rebellion against the established norms. The goal is to achieve a positive form of individuation, standing on one's "own two feet" spiritually. 
A "Harmony of Goodness":
Rohr suggests that true detachment doesn't lead to total selflessness but to a "harmony of goodness". This involves balancing necessary self-care with a continuous outward expansion of love and consciousness, allowing for a deeper connection with God and others. 
Becoming "Fishers of Men & Women":
By achieving this spiritual freedom and inner strength, followers can then help others escape the "crab bucket" as well, thereby becoming instruments of positive transformation.
Gift of Mercy:
For Rohr, understanding this costly path of discipleship requires an experience of God's infinite mercy, realizing that everything is gift and never a reward for our own merit.
The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 Planner(s) 			 Priest
Sept 7			Dean Reily			         Fr. Prakash Lohale
Sept 14			Sharon McCarthy		Fr. Paul McAuley
Sept 21			John & Mary MacMillan	Lay-led or TBD
Sept 28			Jean Leahy			Fr. Ron McDonnell

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
September: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
October: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements
Financial
As we enter the new year in the community:
In the bank:  $825.78
In cash:        $  43.20
Total:            $868.98
Our expenses are roughly $500 per month.


Happy September Birthdays:

Sept 1: Julia Gorman
Sept 2: Tammy Chan
Sept 21: Bill Watson
Sept 23: Denise Colterman-Fox
Sept 26: Mary MacMillan
Sept 27 Fr. Prakash Lohale
Sept 28: Catherine Cavanagh


Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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