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Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Ron McDonnell
			   
Reflection: Art Bloome

Faith vs. Belief

As a child in catechism I was taught a set of beliefs, a Creed. I was told that this was my faith. However, my faith is something much more than mere beliefs.
When Jesus says, ‘Were your faith the size of a mustard seed you could say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.’ The faith that Jesus refers to is quite different from the faith I was taught as a child.
For Saint Paul, faith in the resurrection is central. He writes that through this faith, death has lost its sting. On another occasion he says our faith in the resurrection conquers death. In this Sunday’s Epistle, Paul speaks of the gift of faith given to us—not a spirit of timidity, but one of "power, love, and self-control." Christian faith has power precisely because it overcomes the archetype of all fear: the fear of death.
For Jesus and Paul, faith is more than an intellectual affirmation of doctrines or myths. It is a deep conviction, a stance toward life that calls for the courage to face reality and remain steadfast in the fight for justice. Understanding that Paul wrote his epistle from a cold Roman dungeon, facing death and largely abandoned, gives powerful context to his uplifting courage. This genuine faith imbues us with love and self-control, embodying the power of courage, resolve, conviction, and integrity.
When Constantine made Christianity the official religion of his empire, these very traits of genuine faith were likely what he coveted for his army and civil service. Yet, in a tragic twist, he ultimately sowed their demise. By compelling the bishops to convene the Council of Nicaea, he orchestrated the creation of the Nicene Creed—a unified belief system designed to organize the empire. I believe this is the pivotal moment where the empire shifted the meaning of faith. It was no longer the courageous faith of Jesus and Paul, but was hollowed out into a set of mandatory principles. A faith that took the sting out of death was transformed into one that required obedience to a creed, often under pain of death. Ironically, Constantine undermined the very traits that had originally attracted him to Christianity, substituting obedience to a creed for the genuine, courageous faith of the early Church.
Today, the courage fostered by faith in the resurrection is all but lost. In our country, Christian traditions and institutions appear to be waning, replaced by a technocratic modernism. The Nicene Creed is virtually meaningless in our contemporary culture. Yet, obedience to a new, technocratic, trans-humanist creed is alarmingly dominant. Our mainstream media daily delivers a narrative—a story we believe to be reality—that functions as a new creed: Russia is trying to dominate the world; to call out genocide is to be antisemitic; science is no longer a method for discovery but a set of unquestionable precepts. We are told that without Big Pharma we would die, and if we speak against this narrative, we risk being jailed, "canceled," or financially crippled. We are ruled by fear.
If we possessed a faith that cancels fear, we could indeed say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey us.


								   
The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 Planner(s) 			 Priest
Oct 5				Art Bloome			         Fr. Ron McDonnell
Oct 12			Roberto & Maryanne		Fr. Ron McDonnell
Oct 19			Robert & Sheila Barrett		Fr. Prakash Lohale
Oct 26			Bill & Lindsay Watson		Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
October: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
November: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!


Happy October Birthdays:

October 2 Matthew Dunbar
October 2 Ann Murphy
October 5 Kate Jackson
October 5 Sylvia Skrepichuk
October 7 Marjie Calla
October 18 Molly Sutkaitis
October 18 Roswita Zgraja
October 19 Tedd Dillon
October 19 Dwyer Sullivan
October 27 Barbara Zuccala

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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