  People Progress
   Sunday Community

October 26, 2025     30th Sunday in Ordinary Time	    John and Mary
	

Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Paul! 
			  
Reflection - The Pharisee and the Publican

Prayer That Transforms  
Reflections from Henri Nouwen and Jim C Salonoy 

In Luke 18:9-14, Jesus presents us with two radically different ways of approaching God. The Pharisee, confident in his righteousness, stands tall in prayer, not to seek mercy but to assert his superiority. The tax collector, in contrast, remains at a distance, unable to lift his eyes, beating his chest in sorrow. One prays with pride; the other with humility. This parable forces us to ask: Has our prayer truly changed us? After years of practicing our faith—attending Mass, reciting the Rosary, observing religious duties—why do pride, envy, and gossip still persist in our hearts? Perhaps the issue is not that we do not pray, but that we pray like the Pharisee, approaching God with self-satisfaction rather than a deep awareness of our need for mercy. 

Henri Nouwen reminds us that true prayer is not about performance but about presence. He writes, "The crisis of our prayer life is that our mind may be filled with ideas of God while our heart remains far from Him." Like the Pharisee, we can use prayer as a way to justify ourselves rather than as an encounter with the living God. The tax collector, on the other hand, embodies the prayer that transforms: a prayer of surrender, honesty, and dependence. His humility is not self-deprecation but an opening of his soul to grace. If our prayer does not lead us to greater compassion, to deeper trust in God's mercy, then it is merely an exercise in self-affirmation, not an authentic dialogue with God. 

True transformation begins when we allow prayer to strip us of our illusions—our illusions of self-righteousness, of control, of superiority over others. As Nouwen writes, “To pray is to walk in the full light of God, and to say simply, without holding back, ‘I am human and you are God.’” This is the heart of the tax collector’s prayer. He does not compare himself to others, nor does he list his achievements before God. He stands in truth—his truth of brokenness, and God’s truth of boundless mercy. The Pharisee remains unchanged because he does not truly encounter God; he merely encounters his own reflection. But the tax collector leaves justified, for he has allowed himself to be seen, known, and healed. 

If we find ourselves unchanged by years of prayer, perhaps we must ask: Are we really praying, or are we just speaking at God? Authentic prayer is not about proving ourselves but surrendering ourselves. It is not about standing above others but kneeling before God. The prayer that changes us is the prayer of the tax collector—the prayer that acknowledges, “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.” It is only when we abandon our self-righteousness that grace can begin its work. For in the words of Jesus, “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:14).

In conclusion, Henri Nouwen viewed prayer not as a separate activity but as a way of life that involves an ongoing, fearless conversation with God, transforming daily thoughts and actions. He emphasized that prayer is about being present to God, which leads to compassion and action, moving beyond self-focused introspection or a desire for personal usefulness. For Nouwen, a life of prayer is characterized by openness, vulnerability, and the recognition that God is found in both joyful and painful moments, and in both moments of quiet and service to others. 
Bill and Lindsay Watson




The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 Planner(s) 			 Priest
Oct 26			Bill & Lindsay Watson		Fr. Paul McAuley
Nov 2 			Dean					Fr. Prakash
Nov 9 			Sharon				Fr. Paul
Nov 16			Sharon				Fr. Prakash
Nov 23			Dwyer Sullivan
Nov 30			Mary and John

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
October: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
November: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!


Happy October Birthdays:

October 2 Matthew Dunbar
October 2 Ann Murphy
October 5 Kate Jackson
October 5 Sylvia Skrepichuk
October 7 Marjie Calla
October 18 Molly Sutkaitis
October 18 Roswita Zgraja
October 19 Tedd Dillon
October 19 Dwyer Sullivan
October 27 Barbara Zuccala

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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