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Nov. 16, 2025        	33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 	 Maryanne & Roberto
2025 World Day of the Poor

			
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Prakash Lohale
			   



Reflection: Sharon McCarthy 
[image: 13 | June | 2020 | Upward Ever...]The World Day of the Poor is a Call to Action through our faith, hope and charity. “You Are My Hope”, based on Psalm 71:5 is the theme for 2025. Issued by Pope Leo XIV, the message emphasizes that the poor are not just objects of charity but are protagonists of hope, and their hope is rooted in God. 

The pope calls for renewed commitment to combating poverty and injustice through concrete actions, rooted in Christian Hope. My reflection includes some background and the words of Pope Leo XIV on the feast of St. Anthony of Padua, patron saint of the poor in June 2025. Pope Leo defines why and how we should act for the poor. 

The World Day of the Poor is a Roman Catholic observance, celebrated on the 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time since 2017. It was established by Pope Francis in his apostolic letter Misericordia issued on 20 November 2016 to celebrate the end of Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. Wikipedia 

November 16, 2025 marks the 2025 World Day of the Poor and its theme is "You are my hope" (Psalm 71:5). This is the ninth World Day of the Poor, and Pope Leo XIV's message for the event focuses on distinguishing between fleeting hopes and true hope in God, urging a move from words to action against poverty. The Vatican is holding a Jubilee of the Poor on this day, with a Mass presided over by the Pope in St. Peter's Basilica. 

Date: November 16, 2025. 
Theme: "You are my hope" (Psalm 71:5). 
Pope's Message: Pope Leo XIV encourages seeing the poor as agents of hope and emphasizes the need for structural change to combat poverty. 
Key Event: A Jubilee of the Poor will be held in Rome, including a Mass with Pope Leo on November 16. 


Comments from the Message of the Holy Father for the 9th World Day of the Poor

You are my hope. (cf. Ps 71:5)

The greatest form of poverty is to not know God. As Pope Francis wrote in  Evangelii Gaudium: “The worst discrimination, which the poor suffer, is the lack of spiritual care. The great majority of the poor have a special openness to the faith; they need God, and we must not fail to offer them his friendship, his blessing, his word, the celebration of the sacraments and a journey of growth and maturity of the faith” (No. 2000). Here we see a basic and essential awareness of how we can find our treasure in God. As the Apostle John insists: “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love his brother, whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen” (1 Jn 4:20).

The city of God impels us to improve the cities of men and women. Our own cities must begin to resemble his. Hope, sustained by God‘s love poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 5:5), turns human hearts into fertile soil, where charity for the life of the world can blossom. The Church’s tradition, has constantly insisted on the circular relationship between the three theological virtues of faith, hope and charity. Hope is born of faith, which nourishes and sustains it on the foundation of charity, the mother of all virtues. All of us need charity, here and now. Charity is not just a promise; it is a present reality to be embraced with joy and responsibility. Charity engages us and guides our decisions towards the common good. Conversely, those who lack charity not only lack faith and hope; they also rob their neighbours of hope.
The biblical summons to hope thus entails the duty to shoulder our responsibilities without hesitation. Charity, in fact, “is the greatest social commandment.”

(Cathechism of the Catholic Church, No. 1889). Poverty has structural causes that must be addressed and eliminated. In the meantime, each of us is called to offer new signs of hope that will bear witness to Christian charity, just as many saints have done over the centuries. Hospitals and schools, for instance, were institutions established to reach out to the most vulnerable and marginalized. These institutions should be a part of every country’s public policy, yet wars and inequalities often prevent this from happening. Today, signs of hope are increasingly found in care homes, communities for minors, centres for listening and acceptance, soup kitchens, homeless shelters, and low-income schools. How many of these quiet signs of hope often go unnoticed and yet are so important for setting aside our indifference and inspiring others to become involved in various forms of volunteer work?

The poor are not a distraction for the Church, but our beloved brothers and sisters, for by their lives, their words and their wisdom, they put us in contact with the truth of the gospel. The celebration of the World Day of the Poor is meant to remind our communities that the poor are at the heart of all our pastoral activity. This is true not only of the Church’s charitable work, but also of the message that she celebrates and proclaims. God took on their poverty, in order to enrich us through their voices, their stories and their faces. Every form of poverty, without exception, causes us to experience the Gospel concretely and to offer effective signs of hope.

This, then is the invitation extended to us by this Jubilee celebration. It is no coincidence that the World Day of the Poor is celebrated towards the end of this year of grace. Once the Holy Door is closed, we are to cherish and share with others the divine gifts granted to us throughout this entire year of prayer, conversion and witness. The poor are not recipients of our pastoral care, but creative subjects who challenge us to find novel ways of living out the Gospel today. In the face of new forms of impoverishment, we can risk becoming hardened and resigned. Each day we encounter poor or improper people. We too may have less than before and are losing what once seems secure: a home, sufficient food for each day, access to healthcare and a good education, information, religious freedom, and freedom of expression.

In this promotion of the common good, our social responsibility is grounded in God‘s creative act, which gives everyone a share in the goods of the Earth. Like those goods, the fruits of human labour should be equally accessible to all. Helping the poor is a matter of justice before a question of charity. As Saint Augustine observed: “You give bread to a hungry person; but it would be better if none were hungry so that you would have no need to give it away. You clothe the naked but would that all were clothed and that there would be no need to supply this lack”. (ln l loan.,8:5)

It is my hope, then, that this Jubilee Year will encourage the development of policies aimed at combatting forms of poverty, both old and new, as well as implementing new initiatives to support and assist the poorest of the poor. Labour, education, housing and health are the foundations of a security that will never be attained by the use of arms. I express my appreciation for those initiatives that already exist, and for the efforts demonstrated daily on the international level by great numbers of people of goodwill.

Let us entrust ourselves to Mary Most Holy, Comforter of the Afflicted and, with her, let us raise a song of hope as we make our own the words of the Te Deum: “In you, O Lord, is our hope, and we shall never hope in vain.”

From the Vatican, 13 June 2025, Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua, Patron Saint of the Poor
LEO PP. XIV

The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 Planner(s) 			 Priest
Nov 16			Sharon McCarthy		Fr. Prakash Lohale
Nov 23			Dwyer Sullivan			No Priest
Nov 30			Mary & John MacMillan	No Priest

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.


People Progress Schedule
November: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
December: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Happy November Birthdays:
Nov 1: Larry Schmidt
Nov 17: Diane Gallagher †
Nov 18: Bob Anderson
Nov 20: Penny Dunbar 
Nov 25: John Bacher 
Nov 26: Michael Watson
Nov 28: Ron MacDonell, SFM


Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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