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  Second Sunday in Advent
December 7, 2025        	    	     	          	Mary and John
                               
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Ron
Reflection – by Pope Leo, speaking in Lebanon
 The beauty of your country is also overshadowed by the many problems that afflict you, the fragile and often unstable political context, the dramatic economic crisis that weighs heavily upon you and the violence and conflicts that have reawakened ancient fears.
In such a scenario, gratitude easily gives way to disillusionment, songs of praise find no place in the desolation of the heart and hope is dried up by uncertainty and confusion.
The word of the Lord, however, invites us to find the small shining lights in the heart of the night, both to open ourselves to gratitude and to spur us on to a common commitment for the sake of this land.
As we have heard, the reason Jesus gives thanks to the Father is not for his extraordinary works, but because he reveals his greatness specifically to the little ones and to the humble, to those who do not attract attention and seemingly count for little or nothing and have no voice. The Kingdom that Jesus comes to inaugurate is marked, in fact, by the very characteristic described by the prophet Isaiah: it is a shoot, a small branch sprouting from a trunk (cf. Is 11:1). It is a small sign of hope that promises rebirth when everything else seems to be dying. Indeed, the coming of the Messiah was announced in the smallness of a shoot, because he can only be recognized by the little ones, by those who humbly know how to recognize the hidden details and traces of God in a seemingly lost story.
It is also an indication for us, so that we may have eyes capable of recognizing the smallness of the shoot that emerges and grows even in the midst of a painful period. Even here and now, we can see small lights that shine in the night, small shoots that sprout forth and small seeds planted in the arid garden in this era of history. I think of your sincere and genuine faith, rooted in your families and nourished by Christian schools. I think of the constant work of parishes, congregations and movements to meet the questions and needs of the people. I think of the many priests and religious who devote themselves to their mission amid many difficulties, and of the lay people dedicated to charitable works and the promotion of the Gospel in society. For these lights that strive to illuminate the darkness of the night, and for these small and invisible shoots that nevertheless open up hope for the future, today we join Jesus in saying: “We praise you, Father!” We thank you because you are with us and do not let us falter.
At the same time, this gratitude must not remain an introspective and illusory consolation. It must lead us to a transformation of the heart, a conversion of life and a realization that God has made us precisely to live in the light of faith, the promise of hope and the joy of charity. As a result, we are all called to cultivate these shoots, to not be discouraged, to not give in to the logic of violence and the idolatry of money, and to not resign ourselves in the face of the spreading evil.
Everyone must do their part, and we must unite our efforts so that this land can return to its former glory. Disarming our hearts is the only way to do this. Let us cast off the armor of our ethnic and political divisions, open our religious confessions to mutual encounter and reawaken in our hearts the dream of a united Lebanon. A Lebanon where peace and justice reign, where all recognize each other as brothers and sisters, and, finally, where the words of the prophet Isaiah can be fulfilled: “The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion shall graze together” (Is 11:6)

The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 	Planner(s) 			 	Priest
Dec 7: 2nd Advent		Mary and John			Fr. Ron MacDonell
Dec 14: 3rd Advent		Roberto & Maryanne		Fr. Paul McAuley
Dec 21: 4th Advent		Art					TBD
Dec 24: Christmas eve		TBD					TBD

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.


People Progress Schedule
December: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com


Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Financial
We had three generous donations in recent days, and we now have enough to carry us almost into Lent! 


Happy December Birthdays:
Nov 28: Fr. Ron
Dec 3:   Fr. Paul
Dec 6:   Fr. Jack
Dec 14: Bill Wright 
Dec 19: Helena Burnstein 
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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