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   Third Sunday in Advent
December 14, 2025        	    	     	          	Mary and John
                               
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Paul
Reflection: 3rd Sunday of Advent: 14.12.25
Years ago, I traveled from Guatemala to Canada with our one-year-old
child to surprise my parents on their 45th wedding anniversary. After that
family celebratory event, my mother said to me: “please don’t surprise us
like that again; tell us you will be here; you robbed us of the joyous
anticipation of your coming”.
This is the Advent Sunday of REJOICE (Gaudete). We are halfway in our
time of anticipation, expectation and preparation for the “coming”.
In the first reading of Isaiah (35: 11-6a) the words exult, rejoice, bloom,
joyful, glory, splendor, sing, and gladness leap out at us. What mood of
anticipation Isaiah gives us!
And with the psalmist we sing: the Lord secures justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry, sets captives free, gives sight to the blind, raises up those who were bowed down, loves the just, protects strangers, and sustains the fatherless and the widow.
James asks us to be patient in our waiting until the “coming”, just as the
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth.
In the Gospel we hear the story of John the Baptist sending his disciples to Jesus with this question: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” Jesus’ answer is what the psalmist sings: the blind
regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. I
have always liked this story because it tells me that we all must figure out
who the Christ is (even John the Baptist).
A reflection by Richard Rohr describes who the Christ is: “Remember,
when we speak of Advent or preparing for Christmas, we’re not just talking about waiting for the little baby Jesus to be born. That already happened 2,000 years ago. In fact, we’re welcoming the Universal Christ, the Cosmic Christ, the Christ that is forever being born in the human soul and into history.

And believe me, we do have to make room, because right now there is no
room in the inn for such a mystery. We see things pretty much in their
materiality, but we don’t see the light shining through. We don’t see the
incarnate spirit that is hidden inside of everything material.
The early Eastern Church made it very clear that the incarnation was a
universal principle. Incarnation meant not just that God became Jesus; God said yes to the material universe. God said yes to physicality. Eastern Christianity understands the mystery of incarnation in the universal sense.
So it is always Advent. God is forever coming into the world (see John 1:9). We’re always waiting to see spirit revealing itself through matter. We’re always waiting for matter to become a new form in which spirit is revealed.
Whenever that happens, we’re celebrating Christmas. The gifts of
incarnation just keep coming. Perhaps this is enlightenment.”
Maryanne and Roberto

The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 	Planner(s) 			 	Priest
Dec 14: 3rd Advent		Roberto & Maryanne		Fr. Paul McAuley
Dec 21: 4th Advent		Art					TBD
Dec 24: Christmas eve		TBD					TBD
Jan 4					Dean
Jan 11				Sharon
Jan 18				MacMillans
Jan 25 				Watsons
Feb 1					Barretts
Feb 8					Jean
Feb 15				Dwyer
Feb 22 (First Sunday in Lent)  Roberto and Maryanne

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.


People Progress Schedule
December: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com


Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Financial
We had three generous donations in recent days, and we now have enough to carry us almost into Lent! 


Happy December Birthdays:
Nov 28: Fr. Ron
Dec 3:   Fr. Paul
Dec 6:   Fr. Jack
Dec 14: Bill Wright 
Dec 19: Helena Burnstein 
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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